Travelway and Road Closure Inventory Form

— Thanks to Dave Havlick and the Roads Scholar Project for this form, from the Road-RIPorter 4.1

The Road-Ripper’s Guide to the National Forests
includes a sample data inventory sheet for monitoring
ghost roads and road closure effectiveness. Many groups
have used the original form from the Guide, and many
find they need to modify it to fit their particular needs.

This form is the most recent version used by Preda-
tor Project’s Roads Scholar Project (RSP). The RSP has
been monitoring ghost roads and road closure effective-
ness and watershed impacts of roads in the northern
Rockies for several years. It is fairly self-explanatory once
you know where to look for closures and ghost roads. To
do that, you can refer to the Road Ripper’s Guide to the
National Forests or call Wildlands CPR for more informa-
tion. You should find this revised form a bit more effective
than the version in the 1995 Road-Ripper’s Guide.

Just four simple steps will take you from the Forest
Service office into the field to document illegal roads and
ineffective road closures with this form.

1. Travelway (TW) Id Number: [ /

1. Get a forest road map and copy of the Forest Plan.

2. Ask for a list of all road closures and a map
showing the closures.

3. Use aerial photos from the Forest Service to look
for roads that exist on the ground but aren’t recorded on
the Forest Service maps. Draw these possible ghost roads
onto your forest map. Also draw in all closures.

4. Go into the field, with maps, camera and inven-
tory sheets and field check all closures and suspected
ghost roads. Don’t forget to photo-document everything
you see!

Once you’ve done that, put the information into a
report and meet with the Forest Service to discuss your
findings and push for more effective road management,
including closures and removal.

For more information on developing a road monitor-
ing program, order a copy of the Road-Ripper’s Handbook
or call Wildlands CPR to setup a Road Inventory Workshop
in your region.

/ ] or FS Road #: | ]

Quad # Twn-Rng-Sec

2. Forest: [ 11 IPNF [ 1 2. Colville
[ ] 4. Targhee [ ] 5. Gallatin
[ ] 7. Lewis & Clark [ ] 8. Boise
3. Unit Name [

Suffix #

[ 1 3. Kootenai [ ]10. Other
[ ] 6. Bridger-Teton
[ 19 Helena

]

4. What is the status of this road segment according to the FS inventory? | ]

[ 11.0pen [ ]2.Closed

[ 13.Restricted [ ]4.Segment not included in FS inventory

5. What is the ground-truthed (RSP) status of this road segment?

[ 11.0Open [ ]2.Closed

[ ]13. Restricted

[ 14. Could not find

6. What closure devices are in place on this TW or connecting road segments that affect this TW’s closure status?

Enter appropriate number: | ]
0 = no device
1 = post and sign
2 = earth berm (kelly hump)
3 = posts and rail
4 = steel gate
5 = boulders

If there is no closure affecting this TW, skip to question 14.

6 = slash/deadfall
7 = wood gate w/ wire fence

8 = roadbed obliterated/revegetated

9 = multiple closure devices (list #s or describe):
10 = other (describe):

7. Closed to vehicle type (according to FS inventory): | ]

1 = Motorized = 50 inches

2 = All vehicles

3 = Closure does not appear in FS inventory.
4 = Restricted use; please specify :

[

8. Closed to vehicle type according to RSP
ground-truthed inventory: | ]
1 = Motorized = 50 inches
2 = All vehicles
3 = Segment is not closed to any vehicle
4= Segment open with gate key or combination




9. FS Authorized closure dates: | ]
1 = All year
2 = Seasonal: From to
3= Not in FS inventory

10. Is the closure being checked within the FS authorized closure dates?
[ 11 Yes [ 12 No [ 13. Notin FS inventory

11. Status of closure device as described by RSP inventory: | ]
1 = Exists and effectively closes road segment to all vehicles.
2 = Indicated by FS inventory, but no device found in field check.
3 = Exists but does not effectively close road to some or all vehicles.

If #3 above, answer question 12. Otherwise, skip to question 13.

12. Why is closure not effective? [ ]
1 = Vandalism 4 = Open access to anyone with a gate key.
2 = Unlocked gate 5 = Detour that allows all motorized vehicles
3 = Detour that allows ORVs to bypass closure.

13. Please photograph all closures: Roll # Frame #

14. Total segment length—measured by odometer or estimated from map: | ]

15. What kind of road is this? [
0 = user created (4WD, dirtbike or ORV) 5 = private access road or driveway

1 = logging system road 6 = powerline access
2 = skid trail 7 = ranch/fenceline
3 = fire road 8 = firewood cutting
4 = mining road 9 = other:

16. Rate the degree of use onroad: [ ]
0 = no use evident
1 = game, non-motorized, or foot use evident
2 = ORYV tracks visible
3 = standard vehicle or 4WD tracks visible
4 = bare soil evident from tire wear; no distinct tracks

17. Rate the vegetation presenton TW: [ ]
0 = primarily trees (< 50% of cover is brush, grass or soil)
1 = primarily brush (<< 50% of cover is grass or soil)
2 = primarily grass (<< 25% bare soil exposed)
3 = grass/forbs intermittent with bare soil (bare soil area is between 25-50%0)
4 = primarily bare soil (bare soil is = 50% of surface)

18. What is status of the worst erosion on TW? [ ]
0 = erosion negligible, surface stable with no ruts
1 = TW surface flow, wheel ruts = 1” deep
2 = overland surface flow channeled down TW (seasonal channel)
3 = live stream channeled down TW
4 = unstabilized slumping of TW cut slopes
19. How many stream crossings are there on TW? [ ]
20. Evidence of illegal dumping? [ ]1. Yes [ 12.No
21. Photograph of road: Film roll # Frame #

22. Comments: (e.g. evidence of noxious weeds, notes on road or closure, is the road getting use?)

Inspected by: Date:
use initials or full name




