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Introduction

Right now, our fish, wildlife, water, and backcountry lands are threatened by more roads than we need or can afford to maintain. Road removal as a means of restoring watersheds began in the early 1980s in northern California's Redwood National Park. Since then, road removal has become a more established component of forest restoration work on public lands. However, one of the biggest hindrances to accomplishing road removal on the ground is a lack of funding. Funding for road decommissioning on Forest Service lands, for example, usually comes from watershed, fisheries and wildlife, or road maintenance funds, all of which are scarce and in high demand.  Alternative funding sources for agencies as well as private landowners and non-profit organizations do exist. The following report, commissioned by Wildlands CPR, researched and compiled by Beth Peluso, and updated by Breeann Johnson, lists and explains many of the funding possibilities for road decommissioning and restoration, on both public and private lands. As you will see, some have a target audience such as a state or tribe, some focus on partnership efforts, and some have a salmon or fisheries emphasis. 

There are many other local or state funding sources that are too numerous to list here. Several state agencies, for example, provide funding for watershed and fisheries improvement projects on state or private lands.  It may be useful to contact the department of natural resources, or the department of fish and game/wildlife in your state, to find out what types of funding might be available on a site or project-specific basis.  

The information in this report is updated annually, but contact information and deadlines will no doubt change between updates.  Information in this edition of the report is current as of May 2006.  Whenever possible, websites, personal contacts, and national or regional office contacts have been listed so that users can access the most current information for each program.

Wildlands CPR protects and revives wild places by promoting road removal, preventing new road construction, and limiting motorized recreation. For more information contact Marnie Criley, Restoration Program Coordinator, at (406) 543-9551 or marnie@wildlandscpr.org.

Beth Peluso has a Master’s degree in Environmental studies from the University of Montana. A freelance writer, researcher, and artist, she focuses on wildlife and conservation issues in the West. 

Breeann Johnson is a graduate student at the University of Montana and conducted the May 2006 update of this report.

Road Decommissioning Project Examples

Redwood National Park

In northern California, two-thirds of the Redwood Creek basin is held by private landowners, ranging from individual families to large timber companies. Old logging roads riddle the area. The park, in order to protect its resources, needed to address sediment problems caused by the roads outside of its boundaries. The Park Service began working with private landowners in 1996. For the first two years, the agency worked on small pilot projects, building trust in its ability to do road assessment, data analysis, and project implementation. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife's Jobs in the Woods program provided the initial funding. 

Where does the money come from? Some is from Congressional appropriations for the Park Service, but most has been from California's Senate Bill 271, which provides funding for restoration. The California Fish and Game Department administers the S.B. 271 money. The park also has official cooperative agreements with the US Fish and Wildlife Service, California Fish and Game, the Humboldt County Resource Conservation District, and individual landholders. 
Siuslaw National Forest

The Siuslaw National Forest in Oregon has shifted its focus from timber harvest to restoration. Falling timber sales in the early 1990s followed by the 1994 Northwest Forest Plan (due to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service listing the marbled murrelet and spotted owl as threatened species) radically changed the Siuslaw's priorities: timber harvest dropped from over 300 million board feet per year to 25 million board feet. 
The Siuslaw receives funding from a variety of sources, including internal Forest Service money and an Oregon state restoration bill. In 1996, 1997, and 1999, the Siuslaw received funding from the Federal Highway Administration's Emergency Relief for Federally Owned Roads (ERFO) for decommissioning projects on flood-damaged roads. The Siuslaw, under the wing of the Pacific Coast Watershed Partnership, has also received appropriated funds from the national Forest Service's Community-Based Watershed Restoration Partnership program. This program aims to forge partnerships in five key watersheds with other agencies, communities, and organizations to approach watershed restoration from a regional scale. During the past two years, the Siuslaw has received approximately $985,000 from the Pacific Coast project, which it has combined with funding from partners and other sources for a $4.4 million restoration budget. 

Clearwater National Forest and Nez Perce Tribe

The strength of the Clearwater National Forest's road removal program lies in its partnership with the Nez Perce tribe. Not all national forests have the option of working with a Native American tribe, but other types of partners could include local watershed groups, conservation groups, and local job programs. The underlying benefits include access to funding not accessible to the Forest Service as an agency (working with the Nez Perce effectively doubles the Clearwater's available funding), an expanded pool of skilled workers, and community benefits (such as employment) that help generate a positive local attitude toward road removal. 
Road removal on the Clearwater costs hundreds of thousands of dollars each year. Before massive flooding and road failures in 1996, the Clearwater used internal funds from annual watershed, fisheries, and road maintenance appropriations for its modest program. After 1996, the Clearwater jump-started its program for several years with emergency funds from the Forest Service's Emergency Supplement program and the ERFO program. In 1997, the Northwest Power Planning Council awarded the Clearwater $100,000 to tackle the huge task of prioritizing roads for decommissioning. Currently the Forest Service is back to using internal funding.  

In 1997, the Nez Perce received $350,000 from the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA), in part for road decommissioning projects on the Clearwater. The BPA continues to be a major funding source for the tribe. The North Central Idaho Resource Advisory Committee (RAC) became a new funding source for the tribe in 2002. In the fall of 2002, the Nez Perce received a large grant from the National Forest Foundation for project planning analysis to determine future road decommissioning projects. 

Symbols

Some funding sources require specific types of projects. The icons below represent the requirements for each funder. For quick reference, the icons appear at the top of each entry.
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Some funders only accept applications from certain types of organizations. Below the project icons in each entry, letters designate who can apply for funding.

B Businesses or corporations
L Private landowners

C Community organizations
N Nonprofit organizations

E Educational institutions
R Researchers

F Federal agencies
S State agencies

G Local governments
T Tribal agencies

The amount of money available for an individual project varies. Below the organization designation in each entry, you will see the range of funding available from that funder. Some funders offer non-monetary assistance.

$
Under $50,000
$$$$
Over $1 million

$$
$50,000 to $100,000
Non-$
Technical, organizational, or 

$$$
$100,000 to $1 million


planning assistance

Bureau of Indian Affairs Watershed Restoration Program
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Contact information: 

Gerald Jones, Assistant Regional Forester

(916) 978-6076

BIA Branch of Forestry 

2800 Cottage Way

Sacramento, CA 95825
Background: This program began in 1994 as part of the Northwest Forest Plan. It is restricted to about 40 tribes in the Northwest. 

Who qualifies: Tribes with lands or historic territory within the range of the Northern Spotted Owl, which is covered by the BIA's Pacific and Northwest Regions.
Maximum/Average amount given: Maximum $150,000 per project (a tribe may have more than one projected funded up to the maximum amount), average $80,000 to $110,000. Some projects are as small as $25,000.
What activities/scale apply: There are three parts of the program that projects can fit under: restoration within riparian zones, preparation of watershed analysis, and monitoring and inventory. Monitoring usually applies to the results of restoration and inventory usually applies to researching existing and potential fisheries.
Funding term? Renewable? One year; the money is put into a tribal contract, so the tribe will not lose the money if they do not spend it within one year. Monitoring projects may be 2 years. 
Funding type (grants, matching funds, etc.): Grants.
Deadlines: A request for proposals is usually sent out to tribes in late August, with a deadline in November. 
California Coastal Conservancy
[image: image8.png]



S, G, N

$-$$$$, Non-$

Contact information: 

Dick Wayman, Communications Director and Real Estate Manager

(510) 286-4182

dwayman@scc.ca.gov

General Office: (510) 286-1015 
1330 Broadway, suite 1100

Oakland, CA 94612

www.coastalconservancy.ca.gov

Background: This state agency provides technical and financial assistance to projects that protect and improve coastal wetlands, streams, and watersheds. It is closely tied to the California Coastal Commission, an agency that regulates land use and issues permits. Although cold calls may work, projects that are well planned and have a partnership with a group that is already working with the conservancy have a much better chance at being funded. 

Who qualifies: Local governments, other public agencies, nonprofits; individuals or private corporations are ineligible.
Maximum/Average amount given: Varies, from $10,000 to several million.
What activities/scale apply: Small to large watersheds; activities that protect habitat, such as decreasing sedimentation.

Funding term? Renewable? Usually multiple years.
Funding type (grants, matching funds, etc.): Grants, matching funds.
Deadlines: None.
FishAmerica Foundation, American Sportfishing Association
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Contact Information: 

Joanna Laderman, Managing Director

(703) 519-9691 ex. 245  

Grant Applications, FishAmerica Foundation

225 Reineckers Lane, Suite 420

Alexandra, VA 22314

jladerman@asafishing.org or fishamerica@asafishing.org

FishAmerica Foundation: www.fishamerica.org/grants/index.html
NOAA Community Restoration Program www.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat/restoration/projects_programs/crp/index.htm
Background: The American Sportfishing Association’s FishAmerica Foundation partners with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to provide these grants.  For the funding period that opened in June of 2005, there was approximately $600,000 in funds available.  Projects must “result in on-the-ground habitat restoration, clearly demonstrate significant benefits to marine, estuarine or anadromous fisheries resources, particularly sportfish, and must involve community participation through an educational or volunteer component tied to the restoration activities”.  Applicants are encouraged to incorporate the participation of NOAA staff.  The partnership is seeking an increased number of projects from the Chesapeake Bay watershed, though grants are available for projects across coastal America.  Limited funding is available for projects in the Great Lakes basin, but these projects must involve the restoration of habitat for salmon and/ or steelhead.

Who qualifies: Nonprofits, conservation districts, tribes, state agencies, and other local groups with access for recreational fishing. The program encourages local chapters of the Coastal Conservation Association to apply. Federal agencies are not eligible (because the funding is from a federal source). Anadromous fisheries projects are usually handled by the NOAA Restoration Center.
Maximum/Average amount given: From $5,000 to $30,000.
What activities/scale apply: Discrete project activities—be very specific—for habitat restoration, generally on a local scale. Projects should "clearly demonstrate significant benefits to marine, estuarine, or anadromous fisheries resources, and must involve community participation through an educational or volunteer component tied to the restoration activities." Applicants must submit a complete budget and timeline, list what permits they have, and provide a letter of support from a federal or state agency. Grants can be used for budget items that include contractual labor, on-site salaries, on-the-ground restoration materials, and monitoring equipment. 
Funding term? Renewable? The project must be completed in one year, although it may be an element of a larger project.
Funding type (grants, matching funds, etc.): Non-federal matching funds of at least 1:1 required. This can include in-kind services, salaries (FishAmerica will not fund salaries, but they can be used for matches), or volunteer labor for post-project monitoring.  

Deadlines: Varies from year to year. Last proposal submission deadline was February 25, 2005.  Check Web site for updates. 

National Marine Fisheries Service/National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,

Pacific Coast Salmon Recovery Fund 
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Contact Information:  www.nwr.noaa.gov/salmon-recovery-planning/PCSRF/Index.cfm for information about the Fund overall. See individual states for project guidelines:

Regional Administrator

Bob Lohn

7600 Sand Point Way NE

Seattle, WA 98115-0070

(206) 526-6150

California
California Native Anadromous Fish and Watershed Branch

Joe Carboni, Program Coordinator, Fisheries Restoration Grant Program

(916) 327-8842

830 S Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

www.dfg.ca.gov/nafwb/fishgrant.html 

Washington
Washington Office of the Interagency Committee, Salmon Recovery Funding Board

Go to Salmon Recovery, Grant Application Forms at www.iac.wa.gov.  

Grant manager contact information for the various Washington regions can be found at www.iac.wa.gov/srfb/grants/contactpm.htm

Oregon
Oregon Water Enhancement Board

Tom Byler, Executive Director

Bonnie Ashford, OWEB Assistant to the Executive Director and Board

General office (503) 986-0181

Grant Program website: www.oregon.gov/OWEB/grants/index.html

Field officers listed at: www.oregon.gov/OWEB/board_members.shtml

Alaska
In Alaska, the state program is called the Southeast Sustainable Salmon Fund.

Alaska Department of Fish and Game

Sue Aspelund, Fisheries Policy Special Assistant 

(907) 465-6139

sue_aspelund@fishgame.state.ak.us

www.adfg.state.ak.us/special/sssf/sssf.php

Idaho

Idaho Governor’s Office of Species Conservation

Jeff Allen, Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund Staff Contact

(208) 334-2189 x11

jallen@osc.idaho.gov

http://osc.idaho.gov/list/salmon_steelhead.html

Background: The Fund was created in 2000 at the request of governors in California, Washington, Oregon and Alaska in response to the federal listing of West Coast salmon and steelhead. NOAA/NMFS now also includes Idaho. The Fund provides grants to states and tribes for recovery efforts.  
Who qualifies: State agencies and treaty tribes.
Maximum/Average amount given: Amounts range from $57,000 to $17 million, with most awards around $100,000.
What activities/scale apply: For salmon restoration at a state, local, and tribal level, given out through state or tribal agencies. The program gives priority to projects that directly address salmon recovery. 

Funding term? Renewable? Applicants can apply to renew funds for multi-year projects.
Funding type (grants, matching funds, etc.): States must provide 25 percent of project funding. Tribes do not have to match funds—treaty projects may be funded up to 100 percent with federal money.
Deadlines: The agency must submit applications to the National Marine Fisheries Service regional office at least 75 days before the desired effective date.  Check your states’ websites for regional deadlines.
Northern California Indian Development Council, Inc.
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Contact Information: 

André Cramblit

andrekar@ncidc.org

Main Office: 

NCIDC

(707) 445-8451 

241 F Street

Eureka, CA 95501

www.ncidc.org

Background: This private nonprofit was established in 1976 to "research, develop, and administer social and economic development programs designed to meet the needs of Indian and Native American Communities." Council members are from 19 tribes or Native American member organizations located in northern California (Humboldt, Trinity, Del Norte, Siskiyou, and Mendocino counties). The organization works in 57 of the 59 counties in California.
Who qualifies: Tribes in California. 
Maximum/Average amount given: NCIDC does not award grants. However, the programs listed below were created to help two of the largest tribes in California develop watershed restoration departments within their tribal natural resources divisions. Tribes interested in generating similar programs should contact NCIDC.  
What activities/scale apply:

Projects include an employment and training service, statewide disaster assistance programs, and anadromous fish rearing and habitat enhancement on the Klamath River. 

The Flood Assistance Program strives to maintain employment for people displaced by floods and to supply a workforce to clean up damages from storms. Activities include culvert installations, land stabilization, trail and road renovation on Reservation, State, and National Park lands.  

Natural Resources and Fisheries Restoration Program has as one of its goals "training local American Indians in watershed restoration."

The NCIDC works to support tribes by helping them locate and garner funding, resources, and technical and logistical assistance for specific projects.  NCIDC will help tribes investigate and, if possible, bring to fruition specific projects or ideas that the tribe may have, inside or outside of existing NCIDC programs.

Funding term? Renewable? Depends on project.
Funding type (grants, matching funds, etc.): Assistance in starting tribal programs.
Deadlines: None.
Northwest Power Planning Council 
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Contact Information: 

Patty O'Toole, Program Implementation Manager

(503) 222-5161

851 Southwest 6th Avenue, Suite 1100

Portland, OR 97204

www.nwcouncil.org

Background: The Northwest Power Act “calls upon the Northwest Power and Conservation Council (Council) to develop a fish and wildlife program to protect, mitigate, and enhance fish and wildlife impacted by hydroelectric development in the Columbia Basin.”  The Council recommends projects to the Bonneville Power Administration that help meet the goals of the act. The Council uses the sub-basin plans to guide project selection and will be making fish and wildlife project funding recommendations for Fiscal Years 2007 through 2009 in the fall of 2006.
Who qualifies: Groups and agencies within the BPA's Columbia River Basin Fish and Wildlife program, which covers portions of Montana, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington.
Maximum/Average amount given: Previously, ranged from $40,000 to $1 million, average $50,000 to $200,000. 
What activities/what scale apply: On-the-ground activities have priority over assessment. Projects range from the sub-basin, to province, to multi-sub-basin level.  A proposal should have “detailed information describing how it is consistent with the goals, objectives, and strategies of the sub-basin plan, and further, why it is a priority under the plan.”

Funding term? Renewable? Funding is available for Fiscal Years 2007 though 2009.
Funding type (grants, matching funds, etc.): Matching and cost-sharing viewed favorably.
Deadlines: The Columbia basin is divided into 11 provinces. The council solicits proposals from specific provinces on a rotating three-year basis. The most recent solicitation period ended January 10, 2006. For future solicitation dates and information, check the website www.cbfwf.org for updates.

Redwood National Park
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Contact Information:

Greg Bundros, Partnership Coordinator

(707) 825-5145

Redwood NP Headquarters: (707) 464-6101

1111 Second Street

Crescent City, CA 95531

REDW_Information@nps.gov

Watershed restoration information at www.nps.gov/redw/home.html

Background:  Redwood National Park lies in the downstream one-third of the Redwood Creek drainage while the upper two-thirds are privately owned.  The Park Service provides some funding, along with funding from the California Department of Fish and Game and the California Department of Water Resources to work with private landowners to assess roads and implement projects.  In 2004 the park completed a watershed-wide assessment of private lands.  The current focus is on implementing recommended projects with willing landowners.  The Park Service helps identify projects, write grant proposals, and assists with project logistics.

Who Qualifies:  Landowners in Redwood Creek drainage (private landowners)

Maximum/ Average Amount Given:  Depends on project.

What Activities/ Scale Apply:  Ranges from road assessment to project implementation and labor.

Funding Term?  Renewable?  Duration of project.

Funding Type (grants, matching funds, etc.):  The Park Service provides assistance planning and implementing projects, sometimes including grant writing and technical assistance.

Deadlines:  None.

US Fish and Wildlife Service, State and Tribal Wildlife Grants
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Contact Information: 

Division of Federal Aid

US Fish and Wildlife Service

Genevieve Pullis, Grants Specialist

(703) 358-1854

General Office: (703) 358-2156
4401 North Fairfax Drive, MBSP 4020

Arlington, VA 22203

FederalAid@fws.gov

http://federalaid.fws.gov/swg/swg.html

For regional contacts got to: http://federalaid.fws.gov/info/admin/farodir.html
Background: Funding for this program comes from the fiscal year 2006 Interior Environment and Related Agencies Appropriations Bill.  The program is designed to “assist States by providing federal funds for the development and implementation of programs that benefit wildlife and their habitat, including species that are not hunted or fished.”

Who qualifies: State and tribal fish and wildlife agencies. 
Maximum/Average amount given: For 2006 there is a total of $68.5 million available for state agencies, $6 million of which is for tribal agencies. State Wildlife Grants are based on a formula of population and land area; no state may receive more than 5 percent of the total fund or less than 1 percent. 
What activities/scale apply: These grants are available only to state and tribal fish and wildlife agencies. The program is divided into planning grants and implementation grants. Funded projects include habitat improvement.

Funding term? Renewable? Congress determines the program's appropriations annually.

Funding type (grants, matching funds, etc.): Matching funds. States provide a 25 percent match for planning projects and a 50 percent match for implementation projects. 

Deadline: Project deadlines vary by agency. However, the agency must have funds committed to projects and approved by the US Fish and Wildlife Service by September 30, 2007 in order to use funds from that fiscal year.

Emergency Relief for Federally Owned Roads (ERFO) 
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Contact Information: The Federal Highway Administration manages the ERFO Program through the Federal Lands Highway Program. The three Federal Lands Highway Division Offices and ERFO Coordinators are listed below.

Donald Patrick, ERFO Program Manager 

(202) 366-9481

donald.patrick@fhwa.dot.gov

Western Division (Montana, Idaho, Washington, Oregon, Alaska):
David Hilgendorf, ERFO Coordinator

(360) 619-7620

Western Federal Lands Highway Division

610 East 5th St. 

Vancouver, WA 98661

david.hilgendorf@fhwa.dot.gov

www.wfl.fha.dot.gov 

Central Division (Everything west of North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas; includes Guam and Hawaii):
Andy (Mark A.) Byra, ERFO/Scoping Manager

(720) 963-3550

Central Federal Lands Highway Division

555 Zang Street, Room 259

Lakewood, CO 80228

andy.byra@fhwa.dot.gov
www.cflhd.gov

Eastern Division (Everything east of Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, Arkansas, and Louisiana; includes Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands):
Dorothy Germain, Fish and Wildlife Service/ERFO/Indian Reservation Roads Programs Mgr. 

(703) 404-6280

General office 1-800-892-8776

Eastern Federal Lands Highway Division

21400 Ridgetop Circle

Sterling, VA 20166-6511

dorothy.germain@fhwa.dot.gov

www.efl.fhwa.dot.gov 

Background: The Federal Lands Highway Office administers this program, which offers emergency funds for federal roads. There are two categories of disasters: widespread natural disasters and catastrophic failures of major roads. For natural disasters, most roads open to the public are eligible. For catastrophic failures, the Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management can also use these funds for their administrative roads. Catastrophic failures must be sudden, complete, and result in a disastrous impact; they cannot be due to "gradual deterioration." For example, a bridge that collapsed because it had not been properly maintained is ineligible. 

Agencies submit a notice of intent to ERFO, which sends an engineer to assess the damage and decide if it should be declared an official disaster. After that, ERFO estimates the cost to repair the road. 

Who qualifies: Federal and tribal agencies. Funds are for roads designated as Forest Highways, Forest Development Roads, Park Roads, Parkways, Indian Reservation Roads, Public Lands Highways including Refuge roads, Bureau of Reclamation Roads, and Bureau of Land Management Roads. 

Maximum/Average amount given: Depends on amount of damage. Repair costs for bridges and Federal roads usually must be over $500,000 for consideration. 
What activities/scale apply: As of 1998, the agency requesting funds may choose to decommission a damaged road rather than repair it, up to the ERFO-estimated cost of repairing the road. If the road "serves little or no purpose, has no future needs, or that land access needs can be accommodated by another facility," then it may be decommissioned. If the agency chooses decommissioning, they may decommission the road from the point of the disaster to the end (if it is a one-way road) up to the allotted cost.
Funding term? Renewable? Applicants have 25 to 36 months to complete project design and begin construction. Recipients can request extensions. Projects should be completed within 4 years of the disaster. 
Funding type (grants, matching funds, etc.): Grant.
Deadlines: None.

Environmental Protection Agency, 

Nonpoint Source Program
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Contact Information: Check Web site for regional contacts. www.epa.gov/OWOW/NPS/. The EPA lists state coordinators for section 319 funds at www.epa.gov/owow/nps/319hfunds.html.  

Tribes may contact the EPA's Office of Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds Assessment and Watershed Protection Division for general information:
Contact person: Stacie Craddock

(202) 566-1204

General office (202) 564-0303 

craddock.stacie@epa.gov

Contact regional offices for more specific information about grants. 

Background: 

Mini-grants: This report lists programs nonprofits and local agencies can apply to for projects that "address nonpoint source pollution and to protect or restore watersheds." States listed in the report are: Connecticut, Rhode Island, Vermont, New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Kentucky, South Carolina, Kansas, Nebraska, Missouri, and Colorado. Most of the mini-grants are awarded by the state from funds it received from the EPA through section 319 of the Clean Water Act. Some are strictly from state funds. See the report for details at www.epa.gov/owow/nps/funding.html
Clean Water Act Section 319(h) funds: Provides funding for designated state and tribal agencies to offer programs that provide technical and financial assistance, education, training, demonstration projects, and regulatory programs for managing nonpoint source problems. Groups must contact their state coordinator for application information. 

States receive funding on a fiscal year basis. Federal funds can't be more than 60 percent of the state's nonpoint source program. The state designates which "navigable waters" will not meet water quality standards without control of nonpoint sources. The state can then award funding for projects involving these waters. 

Tribes must have an EPA approved nonpoint source assessment and management program to receive funding. Every fiscal year the EPA decides how much of the nonpoint source funding will be available for the tribal program (in 2004 this will total $7 million). The money is divided into base funding, which all tribes with an approved program receive according to reservation-size categories (over or under 1,000 square miles), and a competitive grants program. Competitive grants can be a maximum of $150,000, with a required 40 percent non-federal match of cash or in-kind services. Projects must include waters on reservation land or that affect water on reservation land. 

Be sure to look at "Nonpoint Source Program and Grants Guidelines for States and Territories" from October 23, 2003. This document applies to grants for fiscal year 2004 and beyond. www.epa.gov/owow/nps/cwact.html. 

Who qualifies: Below the state and tribal level, applicants must contact their local representative.
Maximum/Average amount given: Varies.
What activities/scale apply: Varies.
Funding term? Renewable? Varies.
Funding type (grants, matching funds, etc.): Varies.

Deadlines: See individual programs.
Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (Farm Bill)
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Contact Information: 

Text of the bill and other information is at www.usda.gov/farmbill. Information on all of the programs listed below is available on the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Web site: www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs.

The 2002 Farm Bill is currently under review and a new Farm Bill is due in 2007.  Changes to the following programs may occur.  For updates on the 2007 Farm Bill go to www.usda.gov/farmbill.  Click on the link “Latest Farm Bill News and Transcripts.”  From here you can read the summary reports from the 52 Farm Bill forums held across the US in 2005 and view proposed bill changes.

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP): 

National Contact: 

Edward Brzostek, Acting Program Manager 

(202) 720-1834. 

Updates at: www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip 

You can also contact your local USDA Service Center. 
Forest Land Enhancement Program (FLEP): This program was slated for cancellation in 2005, however, as of this writing, some funds remain.  

See www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/programs/loa/flep.shtml for details about the FLEP program.  

To find out about remaining funding available in your state contact your state forester.  State forester contact information can be found at www.stateforesters.org.
Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP): 

National Contact: 

Albert Cerna

(202) 720-9358

albert.cerna@wdc.usda.gov

www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/whip/. The Web site lists state contacts and general information. 

You can also contact your local USDA Service Center. 
Background: 

This Act amends 16 U.S.C. 2102. There are several programs that may apply to road removal:

EQIP: Mainly for agricultural lands. Non-industrial forest land is eligible, but the individual, tribe, or other entity must be “engaged in livestock or crop production.” Projects should focus on reducing erosion, reducing nonpoint source pollution, or habitat conservation for at-risk species. 

FLEP: The Forest Service provides “management expertise, financial assistance, and educational programs” to non-industrial private forest landowners through state forest agencies. Program goals include restoration and enhancement of riparian zones, water and soil quality, and habitat for plants and animals; preserving the aesthetic qualities of private forests; and offering recreational opportunities. Landowners can apply through their state forester for remaining funds.

WHIP: Provides financial and technical aid for projects that create “high quality wildlife habitats that support wildlife populations of National, State, Tribal, and local significance.” The program allows applicants to apply directly to the Natural Resource Conservation Service, but it also provides for state regulation of the program. The program places special emphasis on aiding declining species. After the landowner completes the habitat component, WHIP can also help with monitoring and management plans. 

Who qualifies: 

EQIP: Livestock or agricultural producers. 
FLEP: Tribes, private individuals, groups, associations, and corporations who own non-industrial, private forest lands.
WHIP: Private landowners, conservation districts, federal/state/tribal agencies. The projects can be on tribal, private, or federal land if the main benefit is on tribal or private land, and a limited amount of state and local government land. Recipient cannot receive more than $2.5 million of their income from non-agricultural sources.

Maximum/Average amount given:

EQIP: $50,000 to $450,000. An individual or group cannot receive more than $450,000 for all EQIP projects. For 2006 the program has over $1 billion available.
FLEP: There is roughly $5 million left in funding for this program.  Maximum cost-share payments for any practice may be up to 75%.  Aggregate payments to any one landowner through 2007 may not exceed $100,000.

WHIP: Generally between $6,000 to $10,000, although some projects receive more. For 2006 the program has over $32 million available. 

What activities/scale apply:

EQIP: Conservation projects to improve “animal waste management, irrigation water management, grazing land, soil erosion and sediment control, and other environmental concerns.” This can include removing service roads. 
FLEP: Activities include water quality improvement, fish and wildlife habitat improvement, wildfire and catastrophic event rehabilitation, and forest health practices. Contact your state forestry agency for a list of specific approved activities. Treatment areas must be less than 1,000 acres (sometimes wavers are possible). 

WHIP: Applies to projects dealing with upland, wetland, riparian, and aquatic habitat.
Funding term? Renewable?

EQIP: 1 to 10 years.

FLEP: Not less than 10 years, unless approved by the state forester. Will depend on remaining 2006 state funds.

WHIP: Usually 5  to 10 years, but can be shorter in “wildlife emergencies” and 15 years or more for “essential plant and animal habitat.”
Funding type (grants, matching funds, etc.):

EQIP: Incentive payments (for up to 3 years), cost-share (some activities eligible for up to 75 percent; beginning ranchers and farmers eligible for up to 90 percent), and technical assistance.
FLEP: Cost-share, with FLEP funds covering up to 75 percent of the project cost.
WHIP: Cost-share agreements, covering up to 75 percent of project cost, and technical assistance.
Deadlines:
EQIP: Open application. All applications must be awarded by the end of the fiscal year, (September 30).
FLEP: Varies by state depending on remaining funds.
WHIP: Open application for cost-share projects. 

Ford Foundation
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Contact Information: 

Ford Foundation Headquarters

Secretary of the Ford Foundation

General office: (212) 573-5000

320 East 43rd Street

New York, NY 10017

office-secretary@fordfound.org

http://www.fordfound.org/program/asset_units.cfm?unit_name=environment_development 
Background: The environmental arm of this nonprofit funding organization helps groups "acquire, protect and improve land, water, forests, wildlife, and other natural assets in ways that help reduce poverty and injustice." The Community and Resource division of their Asset Building and Community Development program has offered grants for road obliteration within the context of training local people and organizations in watershed restoration. 
Who qualifies: Non-profits, other organizations depending on the project.  Individuals may qualify under certain circumstances.
Maximum/Average amount given: Depends on project. Previous project funding ranged from $25,000 to $350,000.
What activities/scale apply: Depends on project.
Funding term? Renewable? Depends on project; multi-year projects are eligible.
Funding type (grants, matching funds, etc.): Grants and matching funds.
Deadlines: The Ford Foundation recommends that grant seekers submit a letter of inquiry to determine whether the foundation’s present interests and funds permit consideration of the request.  The foundation accepts letters of inquiry all year.  
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
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Contact Information: 

National Office: 

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

(202) 857-0166

1120 Connecticut Ave. NW, Ste. 900

Washington, DC 20036

www.nfwf.org. See the main Web site for links to specific programs. 

There are six regional offices: Northwest, Southwest, Central, Texas/ Oklahoma, Eastern, and Southern.  See the regional Web sites for contacts and individual program information, www.nfwf.org/contact.cfm.

Background: Grants supported partially by Congressional appropriations, which the Foundation must meet with a ratio of at least 1:1. They have agreements with the US Fish and Wildlife Service, the Bureau of Land Management, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the Forest Service, the Agency of International Development, and Trout Unlimited. Focuses on restoring and managing wildlife habitat and restoring streams and waterways through various programs.
NFWF generally holds grant workshops in December.

Bring Back the Natives: Trout Unlimited is a partner in this well-established program. There is a national BBN committee, consisting of one member of each of the federal land agencies (Bureau of Land Management, Forest Service, Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Indian Affairs), one Trout Unlimited member, and one person from NFWF. The committee meets annually in early January to decide on projects. 

Contact:

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

Corey Grace, Program Coordinator

NFWF Southwest Office

28 Second St., 6th Floor

San Francisco, CA 94105

(415) 778-0999

corey.grace@nfwf.org

Chesapeake Bay Small Watershed Grants: 

Contact:

Jonathan Mawdsley

(202) 857-0166

jonathan.mawdsley@nfwf.org

www.nfwf.org/programs/chesapeake/index.cfm

For descriptions of previous projects and other information see Chesapeake Bay Program’s Web site at www.chesapeakebay.net/smallwatergrants.htm
General Matching Grants: Contact the Regional Director in your regional office. There is a list of contacts at www.nfwf.org/contact.htm. This program is the best option if none of the specific programs on the NFWF Web site fit with your project. Part of the funds in this program are set aside specifically for projects on national forests or on streams affecting national forests. 

Who qualifies: Federal, tribal, state, local government, educational institutions, and nonprofit organizations from the U.S. or any of its territories, Canada, Mexico, and other international areas with migratory species.
Maximum/Average amount given:
Bring Back the Natives: $15,000 to $150,000, average $60,000. 
Chesapeake Bay Small Watershed Grants: Maximum amount is $50,000. Some grants are as small as $5,000, but awards average $25,000 to $35,000. Each year the program awards five Community Legacy Grants of $100,000 to projects that “restore vital fish and wildlife habitats, develop locally-supported watershed management plans or promote environmentally-sensitive development.” 
General Matching Grants: $25,000 to $250,000 depending on need.

What activities/scale apply:
Bring Back the Natives is for on-the-ground riparian restoration efforts to restore native aquatic species to their historic ranges. Most projects focus on fish, but some on amphibians. Scale ranges from small to large watersheds. Activities must take place at least in part on federal lands.  Preference is given to projects that will “keep sensitive or declining species off of the Endangered Species List, or for listed species that have a chance of recovery and de-listing within 5 to 10 years.”

Chesapeake Bay Small Watershed Grants fund local-level projects in Washington D.C., Maryland, Pennsylvania, New York, Virginia, West Virginia, and Delaware portions of the Chesapeake Bay. Projects focus on restoring fish and wildlife habitat. 

General Matching Grants are awarded to "projects that address priority actions promoting fish and wildlife conservation and the habitats on which they depend, work proactively to involve other conservation and community interests, leverage available funding, and evaluate project outcomes." 

Funding term? Renewable? 

Bring Back the Natives: Twelve to eighteen months.  Groups can apply for an extension if substantial progress has been made on the original grant.

Chesapeake Bay: One year. Applicants may reapply. May be a one-year segment of a larger project.
General Matching Grants: One year. Applicants may reapply. 
Funding type (grants, matching funds, etc.):

Bring Back the Natives: Matching of at least $2 in non-federal funds for each $1 in federal funds.

Chesapeake Bay: Grants and matching funds; partnerships are strongly encouraged.
General Matching Grants: Matching funds of at least 2:1.

Deadlines:

Bring Back the Natives: Previous deadline was December 2, 2005. Check Web site for updates.

Chesapeake Bay: Previous deadline was February 3, 2006. Check NFWF Web site for updates.

General Matching Grants: Two proposal cycles during the year.
Pre-proposal

Full Proposal

Decision Expected



April 1, 2006

June 1, 2006

Mid-November 2006

September 1, 2006
November 1, 2006
Mid-April 2007

National Forest Foundation, 

Matching Awards Program
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Contact information: 



National Contact Information:
National Forest Foundation



Dan Hall, Project Associate/ Office Manager

(406) 542-2805




Grants Programs, NFF

Fort Missoula Road, Building 27, Suite #3

(202) 298-6740 x1

Missoula, MT 59804




dhall@natlforests.org

www.natlforests.org

Background: Created in 1990 by Congress as a nonprofit partner to the Forest Service.

Who qualifies: Native American tribes, nonprofits, non-federal partners; community-based organizations

For 2006 the program is emphasizing five geographic areas: Central Colorado Rockies, Oregon Coast and Central Cascades, Idaho and Montana's Selway-Bitterroot complex, the Southern Appalachians, and Central Sierra. There is also funding for projects in other areas. 

Maximum/Average amount given: Awards range from $500 to $100,000. Eighty percent of available funds are for emphasized areas and the remaining 20% are for other areas.

What activities/scale apply: Watershed health and restoration, wildlife habitat improvement, recreation, and community-based forest stewardship.

Funding term: One year. Recipients can reapply.

Funding type: Matching funds of at least 1:1; must be non-federal money; in-kind contributions are ineligible. 

Deadlines: Two deadlines per year: 

Pre-proposals


Full proposal




January 27, 2006

Requests for full proposals are made within 5 weeks of

July 28, 2006


pre-proposal submission dates.

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Restoration Center
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Contact Information: 

Robin Bruckner, Fishery Biologist 

(301) 713-0174 x208

robin.bruckner@noaa.gov

Melanie Gange, Habitat Restoration Specialist

(301) 713-0174 x210

melanie.gange@noaa.gov

NOAA Fisheries

Office of Habitat Conservation

1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910

www.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat/restoration 

Background: Community-Based Restoration Program (CRP) funding is for on-the-ground restoration of "marine, estuarine and riparian habitat" that benefits NOAA trust resources, including anadromous fish. The Restoration Center funds projects directly and also partners with a number of other organizations to offer various funds as seed-money for "citizen-driven restoration projects."  The Center emphasizes partnerships and collaboration, and has regional staff around the country to assist with project development and implementation. Proposals go through a competitive process, and projects are chosen on the basis of technical merit, level of community involvement, ecological benefits to marine and anadromous fish habitat, partnership opportunities, and cost-effectiveness. 
Who qualifies: Community organizations, nonprofits, government agencies, businesses, commercial and recreation fishing groups, students and educational institutions, youth conservation corps, private land owners. 

Maximum/Average amount given: Ranges from $50,000 to $200,000.  Proposals for under $30,000 or over $250,000 will not be accepted.
What activities/scale apply: Any sort of habitat restoration that involves marine, estuarine, coastal, or riparian resources that support marine or anadromous fish. Activities may include dam removal, invasive species removal, or revegetation. 
Funding term? Renewable? Up to 2 years.
Funding type (grants, matching funds, etc.): Cooperative agreements. NOAA does not require matching funds, but strongly recommends matches of at least 1:1 as matching funds are included as part of the evaluation criteria. 
Deadlines: The last deadline was October 12, 2005 for projects in 2005. The next call for proposals should be published on their website in June 2006.  For updates see www.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat/restoration/funding_opportunities/funding_nationwide.htm.

Title II Resource Advisory Committees 
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Contact Information: Contact your local county commission or National Forest for more information. 

National Web site: Includes an index with links to RACs across the country, as well as links to Regional Payments to States contact information. http://wwwnotes.fs.fed.us:81/r4/payments_to_states.nsf
Background: Generated by the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-393). Either the Secretary of Agriculture or Secretary of Interior appoints members of the RAC for three-year terms. Each committee has fifteen members: 5 must be from organized labor, off-highway vehicle and commercial recreation, timber, grazing, and energy and minerals interests; 5 must be from national environmental groups, regional or local environmental groups, dispersed recreation, archaeological or historical interests, and wild horse and burro groups; 5 must be from a state elected office, a county or local government office, tribal representatives, schools and teachers, or the public at large. Three members from each section must agree on a project for it to be approved by the board as whole.

Previously, counties containing federal lands received 25 percent of the agency's receipts for schools and road maintenance. On Forest Service land, this was mainly timber receipts. Since timber sales dropped in the 1980s, less money was available for the counties. The Secure Rural Schools Act allows counties to choose either the 25 percent program or a fixed amount. The federal money goes to the regional Forest Service office. Once the RAC selects projects, the money is released to the committee. States decide the structure of the RAC (one county or multiple counties per RAC) and the RACs write their own bylaws.

For Fiscal Year 2007 the President’s Budget for the Forest Service includes a legislative proposal that would amend the secure Rural Schools and Community Self Determination Act of 2000 to allow payments under the Act to continue for an additional five years.  Funding would come through the sale of certain parcels of National Forest System Lands.  There has been a great deal of opposition to this proposal and it is currently under debate.  For updates on the amendment to the act and its impacts to this program see the “What’s New” section of  the  RAC’s webpage.

Who qualifies: Citizens, organizations, tribes, landowners, and land management agencies.
Maximum/Average amount given: Varies by RAC. Can range from $5,000 to $95,000, with an average around $20,000.
What activities/scale apply: Community forestry projects—the county can use these funds toward non-federal cost-share requirements of section 9 of the Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 2105)—and protection and restoration of fish and wildlife habitat. The Secretary ensures that 50 percent of the overall funding is spent on projects that focus on "road maintenance, decommissioning, or obliteration; or to restoration of streams and watersheds." Projects must occur on federal land or in areas that directly benefit federal land.
Funding term? Renewable? Single or multiple years.

Funding type (grants, matching funds, etc.): Grants, cooperative agreements, contracts.
Deadline: Check with your local RAC; the RACs have to give the Secretary their recommendations by September 30 of each fiscal year.

US Fish and Wildlife Service,

Endangered Species Recovery Program 
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Contact information: 

National Office:

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

(703) 358-2061

Division of Consultation, Habitat Conservation Planning, Recovery and State Grants

4401 North Fairfax Drive, Room 420

Arlington, VA 22203

www.fws.gov/endangered/grants

See Web site for regional contact information or call your regional Fish and Wildlife Office. 
Background: Focuses on forming partnerships for projects that "reduce threats or otherwise benefit populations" of listed species. There are various programs and funds available, mostly through section 6 of the Endangered Species Act.
Who qualifies: Federal, state, and local agencies; tribes; researchers; conservation organizations; businesses; landowners; and individuals.
Maximum/Average amount given: Varies.
Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund: The Fish and Wildlife Service allocates funding amounts to states or territories based on a formula of state size, population, and the number of fishing/hunting licenses sold. The agency posts award amounts annually. States must then send applications for specific projects to FWS which are approved individually. States may submit projects that partner with non-state groups. 

Private Stewardship Program: A number of small projects from individuals received $5,000 to $25,000; many corporations and nonprofits received over $100,000; a few projects received $200,000. If your project is large and expensive, breaking it into segments may win at least partial funding. The program has a total of $6.5 million available nationally in 2006. The program requires a 10 percent match of cash or in-kind contributions. 

What activities/scale apply:

Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund: States and territories must enter into a cooperative agreement with the Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Private Stewardship Program: This program is for individuals and groups doing local, private, voluntary conservation efforts. Land acquisition and planning are not eligible for funding. The FWS awards grants through regional competitions. The focus is on forming partnerships for projects that "reduce threats or otherwise benefit populations" of imperiled (not necessarily federally listed) species. A list of imperiled and non-federally listed species of concern is available at www.natureserve.org. Eligible species are in the N1-N3 and G1-G3 categories. This is the most likely program for road decommissioning funding. 
Funding term? Renewable?

Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund: States must allocate funds within 2 years of receiving them. 
Private Stewardship Program: Single or multi-year projects.
Funding type (grants, matching funds, etc.):

Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund: Recipients must supply 25 percent of the estimated program costs, or 10 percent if two or more states are involved. 
Private Stewardship Program: Grants and other assistance.
Deadline:

Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund: Consult your regional office for current deadlines.
Private Stewardship Program: The last deadline was January 23, 2006.  Check regional offices for future deadlines. Program funding depends on when Congress passes the annual budget. 

US Fish and Wildlife Service,

Landowner Incentive Program (LIP), Tribal Landowner Incentive Program (TLIP)

[image: image34.png]



L, S, T

$-$$$, Non-$ 

Contact Information: Contact state or tribal fish and wildlife agency or regional US Fish and Wildlife Service office.

www.fws.gov/grants

You can find regional contact information on the "LIP Implementation Guidelines for FY 2006" link at http://federalaid.fws.gov/lip/lip.html. 
National Program contact: 
Division of Federal Aid

US Fish and Wildlife Service

General Office: (703) 358-2156
4401 North Fairfax Drive, Mail Stop MBSP 4020

Arlington, VA 22203

FederalAid@fws.gov

Tribal program contact:

1849 C Street

Mail Stop 3012 MIB

Washington D.C. 20240

http://grants.fws.gov/tribal.html
Background: The program provides technical and financial assistance for states and tribes to use for landowner programs. Projects must include habitat protection and restoration that benefits "federally listed, proposed, or candidate species, or other at-risk species on private lands."
Who qualifies: State and tribal fish and wildlife agencies apply to the US Fish and Wildlife Service. Private landowners can then apply for assistance from the state or tribal agencies. 
Maximum/Average amount given: Varies by agency.
What activities/scale apply: Varies by agency. 

Funding term? Renewable? Not renewable; recipients must reapply.  Extensions may be granted if deemed necessary.
Funding type (grants, matching funds, etc.): Matching funds, with landowner providing 25 percent of project costs in non-federal money or in-kind services.
Deadlines: 

TLIP: 

January 31, 2006 

LIP: 

Sixty days from the time the state program publishes a call for applications in the Federal Register. 

Other Useful Web Sites:

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance  Lists all federal funding programs.

www.cfda.gov/default.htm

Catalog of Federal Funding Sources for Watershed Protection  2nd edition. 1999 (Updated with sources available as of August 2002). The catalog has indexes by keyword, topic, statute and title, and department or agency. The introduction contains a substantial list of links to funding directories, private nonprofit groups, and federal sources of funding. Although a little outdated, it can be a good place to start or generate ideas. 

http://cfpub.epa.gov/fedfund
Environmental Financial Center, Boise State University  The EPA funds this research center and eight others like it in the U.S. Although this center focuses on Washington, Oregon, Alaska, and Idaho, the searchable "Directory of Watershed Resources" database contains programs from around the country. A search on "road removal" yielded only five grant programs, but a search on "road" listed 100 resources, many for infrastructure.  Searches for “watershed restoration” and “watershed” yielded 133 and 231 grant programs, respectively. The Center offers other useful tools, including an on-line watershed planning guide that helps estimate costs of plans, assessment, etc. and watershed funding workshops. 

http://sspa.boisestate.edu/efc/services.htm

Grants.gov  This site allows users to electronically find and apply for more than $400 billion in available federal grant programs.  The site offers helpful tips on how to search, along with easy navigational tools.  A search for “road removal” yielded 38 open grant programs.

www.grants.gov

Tribal Pollution Control Grant Program (through Clean Water Act section 106). Includes funding for nonpoint source control activities and Unified Watershed Assessments under the Clean Water Action Plan. The program offers grants, but the tribe must provide a 5 percent non-federal match of money or in-kind contribution. 

The main Web site is www.epa.gov/owm/mab/indian/cwa106.htm 

Contact your regional section 106 tribal coordinator for more information, listed at www.epa.gov/owm/mab/indian/106coord.htm

Water Quality Funding Sources. Lists water quality and watershed related programs in various federal agencies. www.nal.usda.gov/wqic/funding.html

Grant Writing Aids:
The Environmental Protection Agency has a grant writing tips page that is helpful not only in preparing proposals for grants through the EPA, but for preparing environmental grant proposals in general.

www.epa.gov/ogd/recipient/tips.htm

Purdue University Grant Writing Tutorial  Purdue University took over the EPA’s grant writing tutorial several years ago because the EPA was no longer able to support it on its own site.  The tutorial helps grant writers prepare proposals primarily for environmental justice and environmental education grants, but again, is helpful for those preparing other kinds of environmental grants as well.

www.purdue.edu/dp/envirosoft/grants/src/title.htm

Disaster or emergency funding





Partnerships encouraged or required





Restoration or conservation projects





Fish-oriented projects





Watershed assessment, mapping, and monitoring projects








