Congress of the Enited States
Washington, BL 20515

June 29, 2007

The Honorable Mike Johanns
Secretary of Agriculture

U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, DC 20250

RE: Forest Service Roads
Dear Secretary Johanns:

We are very concerned about the decline in the health of national forest watersheds due
to the poor condition of U.S. Forest Service roads in Washington State and across the
nation. As you may know, the Forest Service is responsible for managing 380,000 miles
of roads nationally, including over 22,000 miles in Washington. Due to inadequate
funding, storm damage, and neglect, many of these roads are deteriorating and causing
serious environmental damage.

In Washington, neglected Forest Service roads are jeopardizing state and federal efforts
to restore salmon runs in Puget Sound and elsewhere. Road culverts block fish passage
on hundreds of streams. Badly maintained Forest Service roads in Washington resulted
in more than $30 million in damage from severe storms in November 2006. Impassable
roads also diminish access to trailheads and the outstanding recreational opportunities
that millions of Americans seek in our national forests.

The Forest Service estimates that it needs several billion dollars nationwide to maintain
existing roads, replace culverts, and decommission old roads, including over $300 million
in Washington. However, the Forest Service is spending just $3 million annually on road
maintenance in Washington’s national forests, while the backlog of deferred maintenance
grows by $8 million each year. The Forest Service has acknowledged that, at this rate, it
will fall far short of complying with a Memorandum of Agreement with the Department
of Ecology to comply with Clean Water Act requirements and road maintenance
standards by 2016.

Unfortunately, the Administration’s budget request for FY 2008 will significantly worsen
the problem of Forest Service roads. Nationally, the budget proposes a 31 percent cut in
Forest Service road maintenance, while road decommissioning will decline from 682
miles in 2006 to 375 miles in 2008 — a 55 percent reduction. At the same time, the
budget proposes a 184 percent increase in funding for timber sales in the Pacific
Northwest. These budget proposals reflect a serious misallocation of resources to address
Forest Service management issues in Washington and nationally.






